Dear East Village Resident and/or Property Owner:
Since 2005 your neighborhood – the area bounded on the north by the Milwaukee River and Caesar’s Park, on the south by Brady Street, on the west by Humboldt Ave, and on the east by Warren Ave – has had its own unique zoning category: the Historic Conservation Overlay District (see attached documents and website for more details: http://www.mkedcd.org/planning/plans/NC/EastVillage/index.html).
There are two main guiding principles of the Overlay: “exterior restoration should follow historic design principles particularly when applied to front porches, doors, windows, siding and front lawns” AND “the height and shape of new buildings should be limited to the predominant height of existing buildings and the existing lot configuration should be retained.”

The Overlay was controversial when first proposed and remains controversial to this day. 

On June 4, 2008 I attended a meeting of the East Village Association where the Overlay was discussed. Some at the meeting wanted the Overlay repealed, some wanted it preserved, and some wanted it reformed in various ways.
On August 15, 2008, my office received a letter which began, “We the Board of Directors of the East Village Association hereby request that you as our representative to City government, take the necessary steps to repeal the East Village Conservation Overlay District.”
Before initiating the public process necessary for either repeal or reform of the Overlay, I would like to know what you and your neighbors think. 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE ATTACHED SURVEY TO HELP US DECIDE WHAT TO DO NEXT.  THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR INPUT.  
Name:

Address:
Do you own this property?

Is this property your primary residence?

Do you want the Overlay to remain as written?

If so, which part of the overlay guidelines do you most like, the exterior façade and front lawn restoration rules or the building height and shape restrictions?

Do you want to reform but not repeal the Overlay?

If so, how?

Do you want the Overlay to be completely repealed?

If so, which part of the overlay guidelines do you most dislike, the exterior façade and front lawn restoration rules or the building height and shape restrictions?

*Attached for your review: a general description of Neighborhood Conservation Overlay Zone, the East Village Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District map, the East Village Neighborhood Plan, and the Development & Design Standards which currently carry the force of zoning law.
