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State Senator Fred Risser (D-Madison) is pleased that the Great Dane Brewpub at Hilldale will finally be able to sell its own beer at that location. The state budget bill contained compromise language crafted by Risser that modernizes the regulation of brewpubs in Wisconsin to allow brewpubs throughout the state the opportunity to grow and expand. 

“I am pleased that a very popular and successfully business in my district, the Great Dane Brewpub will now be able to sell its own beer at its Hilldale Location.” Risser said. 

The Great Dane Pub & Brewing Company in Madison opened a third establishment at Hilldale Mall in 2006 but discovered that an old state law that dates back to the end of Prohibition, called the ‘Tied House Law’, makes it illegal for them to serve their own beer at more than two establishments and produce more that 4,000 barrels per year. 

Risser’s brewpub compromise will allow Brewpubs to produce up to 10,000 barrels per year and operate up to 6 locations, with no food sales requirements. This new compromise has been endorsed by the Wisconsin Brewers Guild and the Wisconsin Beer Distributors. 
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